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114 CHARLESTON

that the negroes were more hopeful converts. He set up
a school, taught twenty-three to read, and baptized and
confirmed several. He lived but a short time, but his
successor, Mr. Le Jau, was very zealous. In a few years
there were many negro communicants: As early as 1711
the Society's reports mention Mrs. Edwards and Mrs.
Haig, Mr. Morris, Lady Moore, Captain Davis, Landgrave
and Mrs. Morton, Mrs. Skene, and others as "taking
particular pains to instruct their people in religion, reclaim
and reform them."

The very first difiiculty with the savage native African,
the Carolinians were in a measure spared, for those from
Barbadoes, tlie first in the colony, had already received
some rudiments of civilization and acted as trainers to the
newcomers. To make them wear clothes, speak English,
and not murder one another were the first elements of
education: all hard to inculcate, especially the first. Any
rag of ornament they would gladly put on, but reasonable
garments were a burthen, and some men had to be in
dulged with petticoats, refusing trousers as indignantly as
any Highlander. English, of a sort, came more easily,
their quickness of ear helping to the sounds; but to prevent
their brutal fights was always oneof the most troublesome
parts of plantation discipline.

In religious teaching the great difficulty was the in
herent separateness of religion and morality in the Ethio
pian mind. Dr. Garden's plan for his school was to buy
two intelligent lads, instruct themcarefully in the reading
of the Bible and Prayer-book, and set them to teach the
others. The scheme worked well for a time, and com
mended itself to the public. Miss Lucas mentions that
she is herself teaching " two little negro girls, who I in
tend for school-mistresses for the rest of the negro chil
dren."

How Dr. Garden's teachers enjoyed it can be under-
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Eably Brick Houses on Tradd Street. Built by Robert
Prinqlb soon after the Great Fire of 1740

stood by any one who has seen a deacon or a class leader at
an African camp-meeting! The school was supported by
the S. P.G. and by subscribers. The commissary him-
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that day were generally warmed by iron heaters for which
a cell was provided. Also to her stepdaughter her " best
diamond ring and large silver monteth (?)," besides devis
ing " all her books, silver plate, rings and other jewels not
otherwise given" to her cousins Wilkinson.

Governor Johnson leaves " To my daughter Margaret
all the cloaths, watches, Rings, Necklaces, Jewells, Lin-
nens, Laces, etc., of my late dear Wife," and all his plate,
etc., to his eldest son.

These fine things made the ladies very brilliant when
they attended the newly opened theatres in Dock (now
Queen) and Church streets. The theatres (" play houses "
they were generally called) are described as " temporary"
and were probably not much more than barns, but very
good acting has been seen in barns, from Shakespeare's
time down. There were represented a tragedy called
"The Orphan or the Unhappy Marriage," "The London
Apprentice or George Barnwell," " Cato, by Mr. Addison
with a Prologue by Mr. Pope" and the amusing comedy
of " The Recruiting Officer " given " by special desire of
the Troop and Foot Companies," all of which were enjoyed
with clear consciences by the jolly planters and merchants
of the gay little Southern town.

Mrs. Alice Morse Earle, in her very ingenious and
entertaining book "Stage Coach and Tavern Days," has
given an amusing account of how " Othello " was smuggled
into New England in 1762 at the "King's Arras Tavern"
at New Port, Rhode Island, as a " Series of Moral Dia
logues in Five Parts, Depicting tlie evil effects of jealousy
and other bad Passions, and Proving that happiness can
only spring from the pursuit of Virtue," etc.

No such subterfuge was needed in a "Church Colony."
Mrs. Pinckney tells us at about the same date, how she
dearly loved a play, and tried never to miss seeing Mr.
Garrick when in London, and Mrs. Manigault in her diary

iiini
I

The Prinole House, King St.



130 CHARLESTON

tlie " poorer sort" in carts and wagons of every kind, the
negroes in niunbers, all thronged from every direction to
the course. It was a gay, open-air jollification, good-
humoured and merry, thoroughly enjoyed by all. For
the members of the Jockey Club and their families was
always given a ball, considered the culmination of tlm gay
season. These races, interrupted by the llevolution, were
resumed after it and continued in the same fashion down
to 1860.

The Governor endeavoured, lie said, by advice and ex
ample to inculcate frugality, but he established himself as
became his office, in one of the handsomest houses oi the
town, the Hon. Charles Pinckney's," beyond the Bridge,"
that is, the " Governor's Bridge " which crossed the present
Market Streetnearly north of St. Philip's Church. It was
in the new part of the town, just beyond where the old
wall had been a few years before, and had the advantage
of a delightful situation, standing in the middle of a whole
square, on the bay, fronting the water and commanding
a view of the harbour. The house was a fine specimen of
colonial architecture, much resembling that built some
years later by Miles Brewton on King Street, and now
known as the " Pringle House " ; surrounded by a lawn
and garden, and with offices, stables, etc., sufficient for
official dignity.

It was occupied by successive Governors, Glenn, Lyttle-
ton, Boone, and Lord Charles Montagu, during the absence
of the owner in Europe, andthe long minority and absence
of his son. There was much feasting and good company
in the " commodious mansion house " during those years,
especially in Lord Charles's time —dinners, balls, and easier
and more social intercourse. Dinners were stately and
slow. The tables handsomely set out with the satin-fine
damask cloths and huge napkins, some of which still re
main, —old Nankin or East India china and heavy silver
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and cut glass. " The manner of living nearly the same as
in England, plentiful tables," says Hewat. But modified
of course by the climate and by the taste for West Indian
dishes brought from the islands. " Turtle with saffron and
negro (Cayenne?) pepper, very delicate for dressing it,"
terrapins stewed, boiled and baked, and all varieties of fish,
flesli, and fowl. On one very important point llewat and
Dr. Milligan, who wrote within five years of each otlier,
bear honourable testimony. Tiie former says," Where rum
is cheap" (brouglit from West Indies) "the use of it will
not be uncommon, especially among the lower classes of
people but the gentlemen in general are sober, indus
trious and temperate." The latter adds " Madeira wine
and punch are the common drinks of the inhabitants ; yet
few gentlemen have not also claret, port, and other
wines."

" The ladies are extremely temperate and generally drink
water, which in Charles Town is very unwholesome, the
soil not solid enough to strain it sufficiently." This pecu
liarity of the soil led to the universal building of cisterns.
Brick cemented storehouses of rain-water, which, when
properly constructed and carefully kept, furnish a singu
larly pure and healthy water, free from poisonous germs.
This " cistern water " is still generally drunk in Charles
Town.

That the gentlemen should be "sober, industrious and
temperate " was in view of the work they had to do an
absolute necessity. It needed every energy and power of
head and hand to win from the soil of Carolina the wealth
won by these men.

There can be no greater mistake than to suppose that
the Carolina planter ever had the easy, luxurious life of
his West Indian brother. In the Islands nature is so
bountiful, so prolific, that the earth yields her fruits to
but little labour and care. In Carolina every step was
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tliey were to stay " until his Majesty's pleasure could be
known." The gentlemen, Mr. Saxby and Mr. Lloyd, who
had been appointed "distributers," showed no desire for
martyrdom, and frankly renounced their office, and things
gradually quieted down until the inconvenience of doing
no business became so great that the Bar remonstrated.
The inconvenience was very great. No newspaper, for in
stance, could be issued, for tlie editor did not dare to send
it out unstamped, and the subscribers would not take it
stamped. Thevarious officers of the lawcourts all declined
to risk their positions by defying the Act, and Skinner ad
journed the courts from month to month, awaiting further
instructions. At last Governor Bull was (as told in
General Pinckney's letter) prevailed upon to appoint
Rawlins Lowndes, Benjamin Smith, and Daniel D'Oyley
associate judges, and they, overruling the chief justice
and the Attorney-general, Sir Egerton Leigh, after much
delay and many technical difficulties opened the Court on
the 4th of March, 1776. The preliminaries of a case were
then heard, in which Mr. Bee, Mr. Rutledge, Mr. Mani-
gault, Mr. Parsons, and Mr. Charles Pinckney were all
concerned. This day may really be considered the begin
ning of the Revolution in Charles Town, for it was the
first on which orderly and serious opposition was made to
an undoubted Act of the British Parliament. The three
new judges were laymen, as was also Mr. RobertPringle,
who was on the bench qjready but had not appeared.
Smith, Pringle, and D'Oyley were merchants. Rawlins
Lowndes was a planter, but had been for many years pro
vost marshal of the Province, and had much knowledge
of the law. The others were, of course, all barristers.
Mr. Bee and Mr. Parsons had long been members of the
Assembly; Mr. Rutledge has been mentioned already;
Mr. Charles Pinckney was the nephew of Chief Justice
Pinckney, and like his sons had been educated in England;
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Mr. Manigault was the son of the wealthiest man in the
colony, the merchant Gabriel Manigault, son of the Judith
already spoken of. He (Peter Manigault) had been for a
long time in England, and admitted to the Bar tliere, and
was considered a youth of great promise. Mrs. Pinckney
writes of him that "he is to make glad his Mamma's heart
by returning to her. ... I dare assert not only from
mine but from better judgments he will make her amends
for all her cares, and answer all her hopes." This predic
tion was truer than such predictions often are. The young
man rose rapidly in the estrsm of his countrymen, and
was at this time Speaker of tlie Assembly, a position al
ways considered a most honourable one in the colony.
Egerton Leigh, attorney-general, and Dougal Campbell,
clerk of the Court, were with Skinner the officers opposed
to the new judges and the lawyers. Campbell did hon
estly what he conceived that his official duty required of
him,and Leighalso offered opposition. But Leigh, the son
of the man who had for a bribe falsified the returns of the
election for Westminster, although a "manof parts," was
so venal that he commanded no respect. It was told of
him that on one occasion a suitor had said despondently to
his lawyer, that he knew he had no chance of success be
cause his opponent had given Mr. Leigh twenty pounds.
"Run," cried his attorney, "run and give him thirty, he
will at once decide for you." Such were the men sent by
Great Britain to maintain the law in her colonies.

Governor Bull had still to be reckoned with, and he
supported the officers with all his authority. The lawyers
appealed to the Assembly and the Assembly supported
them ; there waseverysign of an endless conflict— the only
hope of solution being "at home." In the meanwhile the
delegates, Thomas Lynch,Christopher Gadsden, and John
Rutledge, sent by the Assembly to the Congress wliich
Massachusetts had called to meet in New York, had come
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m
et.

H
is

journey
to

C
harleston

w
as

m
ade

agreeable
by

hisgood
fortune

in
falling

in
w

ith
M

r.John
Julius

Pringle,a
distinguished

law
yer,w

hose
conversation

beenjoys.
H

e
findsthe

m
annersofthe

gentry
m

oreEuro
pean

than
in

the
N

orthern
States,and

thatthe
ladies

are
m

ore
lively

and
take

a
greater

share
in

conversation,but
w

ithperfectpropriety
and

m
odesty.

H
e

does
not—

sad
to

say
—

consider
them

as
handsom

e
asthe

Philadelphia
belles,being

too
pale

and
fading

early,
butthey

are
interesting

and
agreeable.

He
isentertained

atthe
Elm

s
by

M
r.and

M
rs.Izard,w

hose
conversation

is
delightful.

H
e

visits
A

shley
River,and

thinks
D

rayton
H

allthehandsom
estplace

he
sees.

H
isfriend

M
r.Pnngle

is
busy

building
and

planting
trees

at
his

place
near

by—
then

called
"G

reendeld."
M

r.
Pringle

thinks
of

calling
it

"Susan's
V

illa,"
in

com
plim

ent
to

his
w

ife.
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Luckily
the

attorney-general
(w

hom
M

r.
Thom

as
says

is
"

good
as

great")
determ

ined
upon

"
R

unnym
ede,"

by
w

hich
nam

e
the

beautiful
place

isstill
know

n.
T

he
duke

described
tlie

abounding
hospitality

and
the

too
liberal

style
of

housekeeping,
tlie

crow
d

of
servants.

"In
no

partofthe
globe

is
so

m
uch

hospitality
practised

as
in

A
m

erica,nor
can

it
anyw

here
be

better
exercised

than
in

S
outh

C
arolina.

.
.

.
A

C
arolinian,though

n
o

t
very

opulent,rarely
has

less
than

tw
enty

servants
in

attendance
on

his
table,

his
stables,

and
his

kitchen
.

.
.

and
yet

things
are

not
neatly

kept,
and

are
often

shabby.
Ihere

are
few

fam
ilies

w
ho

do
not

keep
a

chaise
or

a
coach,and

ladies
rarely

set
footon

the
streets."

M
r.

T
hom

as
declares

that
it

is
"th

e
m

ost
aristocratic

city
in

the
U

nion
notw

ithstanding
her

Jacobinism
"

and
that"Political

professions
w

ere
of

Jefferson's
school,but

practice
aristocracy

com
plete."

A
ll

of
w

hich,
w

ith
but

slight
alteration,

m
ight

have
b

een
w

ritte
n

in
1

8
6

0
.

O
ne

m
ost

honourable
trait

of
the

period
w

as
the

atten
tion

anddeference
paid

to
age,character,and

public
service.

Every
m

an's
record

w
as

know
n,and

w
on

from
his

com
patriots

a
respectthatw

ealth
w

as
pow

erless
to

buy.
A

gentlem
an

som
e

years
ago

told
his

son
that

his
father,

M
r.

John
H

uger,
a

distinguished
patriot,

had
alw

ays
been

accustom
ed,as

his
house

had
no

piazzas,to
take

his
tea,in

fine
sum

m
er

w
eather,on

the
broad

side
w

alk
in

front
of

his
door.

T
he

table
w

as
brought

out
and

arranged,and
passing

friends
w

ould
stop

for
a

cup
a
n

d
a

c
h

a
t.

"
H

ow
did

he
m

anage
w

ith
thepeople

going
by

?"
asked

th
t

so
n

.
"Y

ou
surely

do
not

suppose,"
said

the
astonished

father,"thatany
one

w
ould

intrude
upon

the
old

gentle
m

an
I

O
f

course
w

hen
people

saw
him

,if
they

w
ere

not
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M
r.

D
rayton

w
as

the
son

of
Judge

W
iU

Lain
D

rayton,
w

ho
a
t

th
e

o
u

tb
reak

of
the

R
evolution

w
as

chief
justice

of
F

lorida.
H

e
h

ad
studied

law
w

ith
an

d
been

g
reatly

under
the

influence
of

M
r.

E
dw

ard
R

utledge,
from

w
hom

he
liad

received
the

strongest
Federal

principles,
and.hav

ing
begun

life
w

ith
nothing,

he
had

now
an

incom
e

of
$18,000

a
year

from
Ids

profession.
T

ins
he

renounced
for

a
com

m
ission

in
the

regular
arm

y,
and

served
until

all
danger

ofhostilities
w

as
past.

H
e

then,refusing
alloffers

of
prom

otion,
resigned

his
com

m
ission,

returned
to

the
bar,and

w
as

afterw
ard

m
em

ber
of

C
ongress,

and
prom

i
n

en
t

in
v

ario
u

s
w

ays.
M

r.
H

uger
also

had
belonged

to
the

old
party,

but
could

not
agree

w
ith

its
over-prolonged

toleration
of

in
justice.

H
e

too
resigned

and
entered

the
arm

y,for
the

tim
e,

then
returning

to
C

harleston,w
here

he
w

as
to

play
an

im
p

o
rtan

t
p

art.
T

hese
tw

o
gentlem

en
have

been
singled

out
from

their
fellow

s,
because

this
w

as
their

first
appearance

in
the

public
affairs

ofthe
place,in

w
hich

they
later

took
great

p
art.
W

h
ile

th
e

w
ar

w
as

still
in

progress
a

tragedy,
unex

plained
at

the
tim

e,
startled

the
tow

n.
Theodosia,

the
beautiful

daughter
of

A
aron

B
urr,w

as
the

w
ife

of
G

ov
ernor

Joseph
A

lston,
the

eldest
son

of
C

olonel
W

illiam
A

lston,already
m

entioned
as

having
entertained

G
eneral

W
ashington,

at
his

plantation
"C

lifton"
on

the
W

acea-
m

aw
.

T
h

e
d

ev
o

ted
affection

b
etw

een
th

e
fath

er
an

d
daughter,

and
her

exquisite
loveliness

and
charm

,
had

touched
m

any
hearts

at
B

urr's
trial

for
high

treason
in

1804.
T

he
feeling

against
him

after
his

so-called
acquit

tal,his
expatriation

and
m

isery,
w

ere
greatsorrow

to
her

;
she

retu
rn

ed
to

C
arolina

a
m

ourning
w

om
an.

T
here

she
w

as
alm

ost
idolized

by
her

husband's
fam

ily
;

and
ad

m
ired,

not
only

for
grace

and
accom

plishm
ent,

but
forthe

W
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im
pression

ofpurity
and

elevation
ofcharacterm

ade
upon

all
w

ho
knew

her.
T

he
death

of
her

only
child,a

liand-
som

e
and

prom
ising

boy
of

fourteen,
so

preyed
upon

her
health

as
to

cause
great

anxiety.
H

er
father

had
by

that
tim

e
returned

to
N

ew
Y

ork,and
she

w
as

persuaded
to

go
on

to
join

him
there.

She
set

sail
from

C
harleston

accordingly,
and

never
w

as
heard

o
f

m
o

re
!

For
a

tim
e

her
friends

hoped
against

hope—
there

had
been

no
storm

,
an

d
the

vessel
w

as
a

stancli
one.

H
ad

it
been

taken
by

an
E

nglish
cruiser

new
s

w
ould

com
e

sooner
or

later
—

after
a

w
hile

tliat
hoj^e

failed.
T

he
distracted

husband
m

ade
all

possible
search.

T
he

coasts
from

C
aro

lina
to

N
ew

Y
ork

w
ere

carefully
exam

ined,
but

not
the

slig
h

test
trace

of
the

vessel
could

be
found.

It
rem

ained
for

long
a

m
ystery

of
the

sea.
M

ore
than

thirty
years

lateran
old

sailor,dying
in

a
village

of
the

N
orth

C
arolina

coast,
confessed

th
at

he
had

been
one

ofa
pirate

crew
w

ho
had

captured
the

ship
and

com
pelled

the
passengers

to
w

alk
the

plank
!

H
e

pro
duced

a
sm

all
picture,

w
hich

w
as,

he
said,

the
portrait

of
the

lady
thus

m
urdered.

H
e

had
him

self
taken

it
from

her
cabin.

T
he

husband
and

father
w

ere
spared

the
ghastly

tale,
for

both
w

ere
dead

before
it

w
as

told,
but

persons
w

ho
had

know
n

M
rs.

A
lston

thought
that

they
recognized

th
e

likeness.
No

dying
m

an
w

ould
w

illingly
accuse

him
self

falsely
of

s
u

c
h

a
c
rim

e
.

In
the

first
quarterofthe

century
m

any
buildings,both

public
and

private,
w

ere
erected;

m
any

"greens"
built

o
v

e
r,

a
n

d
lo

w
la

n
d

reclaim
ed

.

T
he

C
ity

H
all,

built
in

1801
for

the
State

B
ank,w

as
eighteen

years
later

converted
to

its
present

use,and
the

inside
adorned

w
ith

handsom
e

m
arble

colum
ns

brought
fi'om

Italy.
T

he
present

C
harleston

L
ibrary

w
asthe

old
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could always induce each guest to speak of that of which
he spoke best, never allowed any one to prose, and when
he took the parole himself, avoided with wonderful tact
the part of hero of liis own stories. These breakfasts went
on for years and were, in all pleasantness, lessons in the
art of conversation.

Mr. Poinsett married late in life a handsome and

wealthy widow, Mrs. John Julius Pringle (Miss Izard), a
daughter-in-law of the attorney-general, — two of whose
descendants have received his name in baptism. He liad
hitherto taken no active part in the public affaiir, of the
city, but was now to become prominent in them.

Even conservative Cliarleston was feeling the impulse
of the mechanical century. Steam was soon to be intro
duced into her mills, and steamboats to her waters.
Morse, who was then known only -as an artist, was for
some time in Cliarleston, painting many portraits there,
and it is said that he perfected his great invention, the
telegraph, in a house in Chalmers Street. Greatest of all,
a scheme for a railroad to carry freight and passengers
began to be discussed as early as 1813. The only road
then running being a small one for carrying coal from the
pits to Newcastle-upon-Tyne. The scheme remained in
the air, however, until 1827, when a charter was granted
for this new wonder. It was proposed to build it to con
nect the cities of Charleston and Augusta, Georgia, over
a hundred miles apart — an extraordinary enterprise for
that time.

In the meanwhile the turnpikes were so much improved
that by 1820 travelling was no longer the thing of horror
that it had been ; stages ran regularly, and with compara
tive celerity. Young Dr. Gilraan, for instance, when ho
came to preach his test sermons in the Unitarian Church,
was no more than eleven days and nights from Boston to
Charleston, whereas it had taken seventeen days to get the
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country.
1

becum
e

seriously
affected

afterw
ards

by
the

continuance
of

the
use

of
the

w
aters,

they
produced

im
-

posthum
e,

eruption
w

ith
fever,

colliquative
sw

eats
and

extrem
e

debility,
these

sufferings
aggravated

by
the

tor
m

entof
long

and
rough

roads
reduced

m
e

to
the

low
est

stage
of

exhaustion
by

the
tim

e
I

gothom
e.

I
have

been
on

the
recovery

som
e

tim
e,and

stillaju
so,butnotyetable

to
siterectfor

w
riting

—
am

ong
m

y
first

efforts
isthat

of
recalling

m
yself

to
your

recollection,
and

of
expressing

the
gratification

I
derived

at
the

springs
from

your
ac

quaintance
and

society.
H

ow
everlittleoflife

m
ay

rem
ain

for
clierishing

a
cordiality

w
hichit

m
ust

so
soon

partw
ith,

it
w

ill
not

be
the

less
felt

w
hile

feeling
rem

ains,
and

in
the

hope
thatthe

tour
I

recom
m

ended
of

the
upper

and
low

er
valley

of
the

B
lue

R
idge

m
ay

give
m

e,the
ensuing

autum
n

the
gratification

ofreceiving
you

atM
onticello,I

pray
you

to
accept

the
assurance

of
m

y
friendly

attach
m

entand
high

respect,
and

that
I

m
ay

be
perm

itted
to

place
here

ray
respectful

com
plim

ents
for

M
iss

and
M

r.
A

lston,
w

ho
w

ere
the

com
panions

of
your

journey.
"
T

h
.

J
e
f
f
e
k

s
o

n
."

'

C
olonel

A
lsto

n
w

as
at

th
at

tim
e

considered
th

e
ty

p
e

of
the

hom
e-staying

C
arolina

planter.
A

very
young

m
an

at
the

beginning
of

the
R

evolution,
he

had
not

had
the

E
nglish

education
w

hich
so

m
any

of
his

class
enjoyed,

b
u

t
w

as
thoroughly

C
arolinian.

H
e

h
ad

serv
ed

u
n

d
e
r

M
ario

n
an

d
w

as
o

n
e

of
h

is
m

o
st

tru
sted

frien
d

s.
O

n
th

e
conclusion

of
th

e
w

ar
he

d
ev

o
ted

him
self

to
planting,differing

from
m

ostofhis
com

patriots
in

th
at

he
eschew

ed
politics.

O
nly

once
did

he
consent

to
allow

him
self

to
be

sen
t

as
senator

to
th

e
S

tate
L

egis
lature,

a
sacrifice

to
his

friendship
for

M
r.

Jefferson,
w

hose
nom

ination
for

P
resident

w
as

then
in

jeopardy,
i

U
nputlislied

letter
in

the
possession

ofC
harles

A
lston,

E
sq.,C

harleston.

W
A
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O

F
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H
e

w
as

tw
ice

m
arried;

first
to

M
iss

A
she,

secondly
to

M
iss

M
otte,

by
each

of
w

hom
he

had
several

children.
H

is
eldest

daugliter
by

the
second

m
arriage

w
as

the
w

ife
of

the
distinguished

R
obert

Y
.

H
ayne,

w
ho

w
rote

of
h

im
:

—

"
It

is
as

a
C

arolina
P

lanter,—
a

character
associated

w
ith

tlie
interests

and
honour

and
best

hopes
of

the
S

tate,
—

tliat
C

ol.
A

lston
w

as
chiefly

distinguished.
W

liether
w

e
estim

ate
his

claim
s

to
public

consideration
by

his
ex

traordinary
success—

theadm
irable

treatm
entofliisslaves,

or
tlie

progressive
im

provem
ent

of
his

estates,the
result

ofa
w

ise
system

ofeconom
y

and
good

m
anagem

ent.
.

.
.

"
It

is
believed

th
at

at
th

e
tim

e
of

his
death

he
w

as,
w

ith
perhaps

one
exception,

the
largest

slaveholder
in

S
outh

C
arolina.

.
.
.

It
w

as
the

opinion
of

C
ol.

A
l

ston
that

in
the

m
anagem

ent
of

slaves
the

true
interests

of
the

planter
w

ere
in

exact
accordance

w
ith

the
dic

tates
of

an
enlightened

hum
anity.

It
w

as
w

ith
him

a
rule

through
life

to
treat

his
slaves

w
ith

the
utm

ostliber
ality

and
kindne.ss,

w
hile

he
never

relaxed
the

reinsof
a

w
holesom

e
discipline.

H
is

rule
w

as
to

provide
them

w
ith

dw
ellings

of
the

best
description,

and
to

allow
them

sup
plies

of
every

kind
on

the
m

ost
liberalscale.

T
he

conse
quence

w
as

that
his

num
erous

plantations
w

ere
m

odels
of

neatness
and

order,
and

his
slaves

alw
ays

presented
an

appearance
of

health
and

com
fort

w
hich

spoke
w

ell
for

their
treatm

ent.
T

hey
w

ere
devotedly

attached
to

their
m

aster
w

hose
service

they
w

ould
not

have
exchanged

for
any

other
upon

earth.
.

.
.

H
is

system
w

asbased
upon

a
calculation

of
practical

results.
It

w
as

not
the

slaves
only

w
ho

w
ere

to
be

m
ade

prosperous
and

happy.
If

they
w

ere
am

ong
the

best
treated

in
the

State,
his

crops
w

ere
alw

ays
abundant,

and
his

rice
of

the
finest

quality.
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"U
ntil

com
pelled

by
increasing

infirm
ities

to
retire

from
the

w
orld,his

house
was

the
abode

of
a

refined
and

eleganthospitality.
..

.
Courteousinhism

anners,social
in

his
disposition,surrounded

with
alarge

circle
offriends

W
A
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F
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and
blessed

w
ith

an
am

ple
fortune

his
tastes

and
habits

were
for

m
any

years
those

of
'a

Carolina
gentlem

an
ot

the
old

school.'"
i*

Colonel
A

lston
survived

to
1839,dying

in
his

eighty-
third

year,aconsistentmemberofthe
EpiscopalChurcli.

His
house

in
King

Street,through
tlie

m
arriage

of
his

youngestdaugl.tor
to

M
r.W

illiam
Bull

Piingle,isnow
know

n
as

the
Pringle

house.
,

.
.

-i^
In

1822
occurred

the
only

really
serious

threatofservile
insurrection

which
had

threatened
Charleston

since
that

incited
by

the
Spaniards

atSt.A
ugustine

in
1739

Bv
thistim

ethe
disputes

consequentupon
the

adm
ission

to
the

Union
of

the
new

States
ofthe

Louisiana
Purchase

w
ere

raging.
,

,
The

abolition
party

was
violent.

Tt
was

proved
that

certain
negroes

who
had

gone
to

the
North

had
there

be
come

so
perverted

that
upon

their
return

to
Charleston,

they
proposed

aplotofinsurrection
to

theirfriends.
They

asserted
thatin

this
scheme

they
had

the
support

of
alarge

and
induentialbody

of
sym

pathizersatBoston
a
n

d
elsew

h
ere.

,
The

negroes—
or

som
e

of
them

—
lent

ear.
ihe

plot
thickened,and

the
consequences

m
ighthave

been
too

ter
rible

for
words,had

not
two

faithful
servants

told
their

m
asters

of
the

startling
tale.

These
gentlem

en
at

once
inform

ed
the

Intendant,ColonelJam
es

H
am

ilton,and
the

G
overnor,

M
r.

B
ennett.

.
•

i.
c

Upon
examination

itwasfound
that

the
originator

of
the

Lhem
e

was
a

free
m

ulatto
nam

ed
D

enm
ark

Vesey
who

had
been

m
uch

in
the

N
orth

in
com

m
unication

w
ith

the
abolition

party,and
had

broughtin
and

dissem
inated

their
publications.

His
chiefcolleague

was
an

African
called

"Cxullah
Jack,

an
hereditary

conjurer,
supposed

bythe
negroesto

be
immortaland

able
to

work
miracles

by
magic

These
and

otherswerethe
ringleaders.

Their


